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Introduction 
BIC, the book industry standards body, defines lists of codes for various data elements in EDI 
messages. Talis maps these codes to/from its own internal codes, which may, in some cases, be 
modified by the library.  

The purpose of this update is to extend the code lists used for format and action codes to bring 
them up to date with version 008 of the BIC Code Lists. 

Throughout this document the ‘BIC Standards and Implementation Guidelines: TRADACOMS 
Part 4: Code Lists Issue 8: October 2003’ will be referred to as the BIC Standards.  

Enhancements 
Format codes  
♦ Format codes are held in the ITEM_DESCRIPTION_TYPE table where SUB_TYPE=0. 

♦ The update will extend the list of format codes held in the table, to adhere to the BIC 
standards.  

♦ A list of the new format codes is included in Appendix A. 

 
The facility Utilities/Parameters/Names/Item/Formats enables the library to change the name for 
an existing code or to add new codes. The update program will add the new codes defined in the 
BIC standards as follows: 

1. If the new format code already exists, the name for that code will be amended to the BIC 
standard description. 

2. If the new format code does not exist, it will be added. 

3. If the library has added a code that is not defined in the BIC standards it will not be 
changed. 

Format codes are visible in orders, open orders and items. The codes used in existing records will 
not be affected. 

Action codes 
♦ Action codes are held in the TYPE_STATUS table where SUB_TYPE=61. 

♦ The update will extend the list of action codes held in the table, to adhere to the BIC 
standards. In certain instances there is insufficient space in the TYPE_STATUS.NAME 
attribute to cater for the complete BIC description. In such cases a slightly shortened version 
of the description has been used. 

♦ A list of the new action codes is included in Appendix B. 

♦ A list of the existing action codes that have been assigned modified descriptions is included 
in Appendix C. 

♦ Existing action codes in the REPORT table will not be affected. 
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itd.data.def and tys.data.def 
These are the default data files for the ITEM_DESCRIPTION_TYPE table and TYPE_STATUS 
table.  
The new files contain the extended code sets data. 

Installing the EDI BIC Codes update 

Prerequisites 
Any system you intend to update must be running Talis Version 12.00 or above.  The EDI 
BIC Codes update released in August 2002 must have been loaded.  

Multiple clients 
If you have two or more clients and the software on them is not shared, it is necessary to load 
this update onto each machine. 

Obtaining the update  
1. Log on to your main UNIX machine as ‘talis’ and navigate to the /scratch directory. 

2. Connect to the Talis FTP server: 

ftp ftp.talis.com 

A message similar to the following is displayed:  

Connected to ftp.talis.com. 
220-    ---- Talis Information Limited ----- 
220- 
220 ftp.talis.com FTP server ready. 
Name (ftp.talis.com:talis): 

Alternatively, you may see an error message such as: 

ftp.talis.com: unknown host 

You may not be able to access the Talis FTP server by name. Try accessing the server by its 
IP address by using the following command at the ftp> prompt: 

open 194.80.17.40 

If you still cannot access the Talis FTP server, it is likely that there is no route between your 
machine and the ftp.talis.com machine. If so, consult your network support staff. 

3. Log in to the Talis FTP server using your member login and password. 

4. Enter the following commands: 

cd  talis12+  
prompt  
bin 
get edi_bic_codes_2 
 
The update file should now be downloaded to your Talis machine. 

5. Type the following to leave the FTP program: 

quit 
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Loading the update 

Timing: how long to allow 
The update will only take a few minutes to load. 

Multiple clients 
If you have two or more clients and the software on them is not shared, it is necessary to load 
the update onto each machine. 

Text based Talis and Talis Alto users  
The update can be loaded while text based Talis and Talis Alto users are logged on.   

Loading the update from the file downloaded via FTP 
Load the update as explained below. 

1. You should be logged on as talis. 

2. Move to the directory /usr/opt/blcmp/bin. 

3. Run the load_update script:  

load_update edi_bic_codes_2 <Enter> 

A menu will be displayed: 

Figure 1: First Intermediate Revision Utilities Menu 

Talis Information Ltd 
Intermediate Revision Utilities 

    1. talis 
    2. tutor_talis 
    3. EXIT 

 Please select option: 1 

4. The contents of this menu are constructed dynamically, so the options shown on your system 
will vary from those shown above if you do not have a tutor system. Select the talis option 
to load the new EDI BIC codes. 

Another menu will appear, allowing you to identify the file from which the update is to be 
taken: 

Figure 2: Second Intermediate Revision Utilities Menu 

Talis Information Ltd 
Intermediate Revision Utilities 

 If loading from a Talis tape enter the tape device name 
 e.g. /dev/rmt/0 

 ..or if loading from a file enter the full pathname 
 e.g. /scratch/edi_bic_codes_2 

 (or type EXIT to finish): 
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5. Select the option to load from a file, since the file should be present in /scratch. 

The system will indicate where output is being written and prompt you to enter the database 
to be upgraded, for example: 

Figure 3: Update Progress Log 

Talis Information Ltd 
Intermediate Revision Utilities  

 Recording output in file: 
  /usr/opt/blcmp/tmp/update.[date][time] 

 Start time : [date][time] 

 EDI BIC Codes 2 - TALIS  
      OK to continue (y/n)?: 
 
 TALIS_VERSION=12 
   .. is currently loaded 
 
   Enter target Database name [prod_talis]: 
 
   running scripts for database: prod_talis 
      OK to continue (y/n)?: 
 
    
 [contents of the update progress log] 
  
 ... 
 
 End time : [date][time] 

 update execution complete 

 Output recorded in file: 
  /usr/opt/blcmp/tmp/update.[date].[time] 

 
 Press <Enter> to continue: 

 

Note: If you respond Y to the message OK to continue (Y/N)? the script will check that the 
August 2002 release of EDI BIC Codes has been loaded. If it has not, the script will abort with the 
message The 2002 EDI BIC Codes Update has not been loaded.  

6. When the update is complete you will be prompted to press <Enter> to continue. This will 
return you to the second Intermediate Revision Utilities menu. Exit from the load_update 
script again by typing EXIT at this menu. 

7. From the first Intermediate Revision Utilities menu, select the Exit option to exit. The script 
will confirm when you exit: 
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Figure 4: Exiting load_update 

Talis Information Ltd 
Intermediate Revision Utilities  

..Exited load_update 

This completes the installation of the update. 

Log file 
A log file will be generated during the load, the path / filename of which is 
/usr/opt/blcmp/tmp/update.[date].[time]. 

This file provides details of the start and end date / time of the update. You are advised to check 
the log file before continuing.  

In addition, a copy of the update script will have  been created with the following path/filename: 

/usr/opt/blcmp/talis/update/update.[date].[time] 

where the update [date].[time] matches those of the log file. This will be useful if it is necessary 
to investigate a particular update subsequently. 

Appendix A: New Format Codes 
 

DESCRIPTION_ID NAME 

DD DVD 

DG Ebook 

XA Promotional or point-of sale material 

 

Appendix B: New Action Codes 
 

TYPE_STATUS NAME CODE 

           45 Order line not on backorder file  10 

46 Promo or special deal: order line held awaiting customer rsp  15 

47 Account stopped: order line held awaiting customer action  16 

48 Order line held: has been chased to our suppliers  53 
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Appendix C: Replacement Action Code Names 
 

TYPE_STATUS NAME CODE 

17 Order line already despatched  08 

is replaced by: 

TYPE_STATUS NAME CODE 

17 Order line already despatched or in process 08 

 


	EDI BIC Codes
	Contents
	Introduction
	Enhancements
	Format codes
	Action codes
	itd.data.def and tys.data.def

	Installing the EDI BIC Codes update
	Prerequisites
	Multiple clients
	Obtaining the update

	Loading the update
	Timing: how long to allow
	Multiple clients
	Text based Talis and Talis Alto users
	Loading the update from the file downloaded via FTP
	Log file

	Appendix A: New Format Codes
	Appendix B: New Action Codes
	Appendix C: Replacement Action Code Names


